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Abstract:

Natural disasters strain the social and economic fabric of affected communities, often reinforcing inequalities
and even triggering disputes. However, according to a new report by the Worldwatch Institute, donor
governments, disaster relief agencies, and others can capitalize on unusual peacemaking opportunities
when disaster strikes in areas of acute conflict. This report examines the recent disaster experiences of
Indonesia’s Aceh province, Sri Lanka, and Kashmir, among others, and suggests ways to better integrate
disaster and conflict responses. Three case studies offer lessons in “disaster diplomacy” for governments,
militaries, and others involved in disaster relief and conflict resolution: In Aceh, the 2004 Indian Ocean
tsunami served as a catalyzing shock that cemented the collective determination to make peace; Sri Lanka
had a ceasefire in place when the tsunami struck, but struggles over disaster reconstruction aid reinforced
the island’s divides and contributed to renewed warfare; and in Kashmir, post-earthquake goodwill was not
enough to reinvigorate the stalled reconciliation process between India and Pakistan. These divergent
outcomes hinge on key factors, such as a government’s ability to commit to a political solution, confront
those opposing peace, and equitably distribute aid. -- Excerpted text.

Source: http://www.worldwatch.org/node/5111

Resource Description

Communication: &

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content

Communication Audience: &

audience to whom the resource is directed
Policymaker, Public

Early Warning System: &

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

A focus of content

O
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Exposure : &

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Security, Human Conflict/Displacement
Extreme Weather Event: Flooding

Geographic Feature: &

resource focuses on specific type of geography

None or Unspecified

Geographic Location: ™

resource focuses on specific location

Non-United States
Non-United States: Asia

Health Co-Benefit/Co—Harm (Adaption/Mitigation): &

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases

A focus of content
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Injury
Intervention: ™
strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health
A focus of content
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation
Population of Concern: A focus of content
Population of Concern: &
populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Children, Elderly, Low Socioeconomic Status, Pregnant Women
Resource Type: ™
format or standard characteristic of resource
Review

Resilience: ™
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O

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

A focus of content

Timescale: &

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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